Panel (18) meeting 20.5.2026 and 8.6.2026

Place: 20.5.2026 The House of Sciences and Letters, room Borg, and 8.6.2026
on Teams.

Present 20.5.2026: Auli Toom (chair), Lauri Hietajarvi, Anne Makikangas, Kati
Méakitalo, Johanna Naukkarinen, Zsuzsa Millei, Saara Nolvi, Jari Lahti

Absent 20.5.2026: Elina Weiste, Saara Nolvi, Noora Heiskanen, Pauliina Rautio,
Ulpukka Isopahkala-Bouret, Jussi Palomaki, Jari Lahti, Satu-Maarit Korte

Secretariat: Anna-Kaarina Linna, Leena Wahlfors

1. Opening
2. Announcements
3. The Evaluation of level 2 Publication Channels (20.5.2025)

The Panel identified the needs for revising the level classifications and prepared a
preliminary proposal for the new Level 2 classification.

The preliminary new classification will be open for consultation within the scientific
community throughout the summer, after which the panel will decide on its final
classification proposal at its autumn meeting. The JUFO Steering Group will confirm
the panel’s proposal at the end of the year. The new classification will enter into force
on 1 January 2027.

4. Complementary evaluation: the level “other identified publication
channels”(20.5.2025)

In complementary evaluation, upgrades in level classification take effect immediately
once the panel chair has confirmed the evaluation (“other identified evaluation
channels” -> 1).

By contrast, downgrades from level 1 (or level 2) to the category “other identified
evaluation channels” are decided at the spring panel meetings on the basis of the
evaluations made in the JUFO portal by the chair and the panel members. Channels
whose level the panel has decided to lower at its meeting are confirmed after the
meeting by the secretariat. This is because the lowered level will only take effect at
the beginning of the following year (2027).

The panel decides on proposals to lower the levels of publication channels. List of
channels under consideration:



Jufo_ID | Level | Name Grounds Decision

90649 1 Journal on mathematics | The publication channel has been removed from DOAJ in 2025, 1

education reason journal not adhering to best practice.

88901 1 Journal of positive The publication channel has been removed from Scopus in 2020, 1

school psychology however, the journal states on its website that it is indexed in the
Scopus database.

88905 1 Journal of peer learning | Lehden julkaisumaksukaytannodissa on ristiriitaisuuksia. Lehden 1
verkkosivuilla korostetaan toistuvasti, ettei lehti peri kirjoittajilta
julkaisumaksuja "it does not charge authors or readers a fee." (ks.
esim. https://journalofpeerlearning.org/) Kuitenkin
submission-jarjestelmasséa nakyy viesti: "The APC invoice will be
sent to you if the paper is accepted for publication." Missaan ei
kuitenkaan kerrota, minkasuuruinen tdméa maksu on. Liséksi lehden
Copyright Notice -sivulta
(https://journalofpeerlearning.org/about/submissions#copyright-notice
) saa kasityksen, etta lehti edelleen saisi julkaista artikkelin, vaikka
se olisi vedetty pois tai hylatty: "If a submission is rejected or
withdrawn prior to publication, all rights return to the author(s):

Authors retain copyright and grant the journal right of first publication
with the work simultaneously licensed under a Creative Commons
Attribution License (CC-BY) that allows others to share the work with
an acknowledgement of the work's authorship and initial publication
in this journal." Tama voi olla vain harhaanjohtava muotoilu, mutta
herattda epailyksia lehden toimintatavan asiallisuudesta.

87132 1 International journal of The publication channel has been removed from Scopus in 2023. 1

education in
mathematics, science
and technology

70493 1 Frontiers in psychology | Investigators find this journal to be part of a paper mill / corrupted 1
peer review. 53 articles retracted.
https://retractionwatch.com/2025/07/29/frontiers-retract-122-articles-li
nks-thousands-other-publishers-journals-to-unethical-network/

87440 1 International journal of The publication channel has been removed from Scopus in 2025. 1

advanced intelligence
paradigms

86161 1 Universal journal of The publication channel has been removed from Scopus in 2020. 1

educational research

83098 1 Foro de educacion The publication channel has been removed from DOAJ in 2025, 1
reason journal not adhering to best practice.

78309 1 International electronic The publication channel has been removed from DOAJ in 2025, 1

journal of elementary reason journal not adhering to best practice.
education
55039 1 Education and Kokemustemme perusteella katsomme, ettéd Education and 1

information
technologies

Information Technologies -lehden toimitukselliset kdytannot eivét
vastaa hyvaa akateemista julkaisukulttuuria. 1. Epaasianmukainen
vertaisarvioinnin kasittely (2019) Kasikirjoituksestamme saadut kaksi
arviointia olivat keskenaan taysin ristiriitaisia. Toinen arvioija piti
tutkimusta julkaisukelpoisena ja antoi rakentavia kehitysehdotuksia.
Toinen taas hylkasi tydn olemattomin perustein, osoittaen
perehtymattdmyytta tutkimusalaan: han kyseenalaisti koko
tutkimusalueen ottamatta lainkaan kantaa varsinaiseen
tutkimusongelmaan, ja ehdotti kokonaan eri aiheen tutkimista.
Téllaisessa tilanteessa vakiintuneena kaytantona oli pyytaa kolmas
lausunto. Toimittaja lupasikin hylkayksen jalkeen etsia kolmannen
arvioijan ja pyytaa Springeriltd paatoksen perumista. Kahden




kuukauden odotuksen jalkeen emme kuitenkaan saaneet mitaan
yhteydenottoa. Kun tiedustelimme asiaa, saimme mekaanisesti
alkuperaisen hylkayskirjeen uudelleen, ilman mainintaa kolmannen
arvioijan hankinnasta. Viesteihimme ei enaa vastattu. Prosessi jai
toimituksen osalta kesken tavalla, joka ei ollut Iapindkyva eika
oikeudenmukainen. 2. Epaselva ja syyttava plagiointisyytds (2025)
Tuoreempi kokemuksemme koski yhta lailla epdasianmukaista
toimituksellista toimintaa. K&sikirjoituksemme ensimmainen hylkays
perustui vaitettyyn plagiointirikkomukseen: lehden jarjestelma oli
havainnut korkean Turnitin-osuman, joka osoittautui omaksi, julkisesti
saatavilla olevaksi preprint-versioksemme. Preprintin ilmoittaminen ei
ollut lehden verkkosivuilla vaadittu kaytantd, vaikka konsernin
yleisista ohjeista se tarkemmin etsien I6ytyikin. Hylkdyspaatds oli
epaselvasti perusteltu, savyltdan syyttava ja suhteeton. Teimme
kasikirjoituksesta uuden submissionin, talla kertaa kaikki vaaditut
tiedot (ml. preprint-linkki ja DOI) huolellisesti iimoittaen. Saimme
automaattisen vastaanottovahvistuksen, mutta sen jalkeen viestinta
katkesi. Kun tarkistimme tilanteen itse jarjestelmasta, huomasimme,
etta kasikirjoitus oli poistettu jarjestelmasta kokonaan. Vasta erikseen
tiedusteltaessa toimitus kertoi poistamisen syyksi sen, etta kyseessa
oli "duplicate version of a rejected manuscript”. Tapauskohtaista
harkintaa ei ollut, eika poistamisesta ei ilmoitettu missaan vaiheessa.
Kaytannossa tdma tarkoittaa, etta lehti ei suostu kasittelemaan
uudelleen hylattyja kasikirjoituksia riippumatta hylkayksen syysta
(joka oli tAssa tapauksessa kyseenalainen). Olemme saaneet myos
muualta vahvistusta, etta kyseessa ei ole yksittaistapaukset. Eras
kansainvalinen kollega kertoi LinkedIn-alustalla, ettd hanen itse pois
vetamansa ja uudelleensubmittaamansa kasikirjoitus oli merkitty
"similar paperiksi” ja poistettu automaattisesti vertaisarvioinnista.
Apua han ei ollut mydskaan saanut yhteydenotoista toimitukseen
huolimatta. Tapaukset herattavat epailyksia siita, etta paatoksia
tehdaan lehdessa automaattisesti (joidenkin epailysten mukaan
tekodalylld) ilman toimituksellista harkintaa. Huolestuttavaa on niin
ikaan toimituksen viestinnan epaselvyys ja epajohdonmukaisuus.
Kaikkineen lehden prosessit eivat ole luotettavia eivatka
oikeudenmukaisia, vaan ristiriidassa hyvan akateemisen kaytannon
kanssa aiheuttaen haittaa tutkijoille.

In addition, journal has received a proposal to upgrade it at level 2.

68409

1 Therapie familiale

The publication channel has been removed from Scopus in 2018.

69427

1 Zeitschrift fur soziologie
der erziehung und
sozialisation

The publication channel has been removed from Scopus in 2019.

75522

1 Talent development and
excellence

The publication channel has been removed from Scopus in 2019.

91155

1 International journal of
educational
methodology

The publication channel has been removed from Scopus in 2023.

Key indicators that a journal is not adhering to DOAJ best practices include:

Weak Peer Review: Signs of poor or non-existent peer review processes.
Transparency Issues: Opaque or unclear information regarding the editorial board, article
processing charges (APCs), or copyright/licensing terms.

e Editorial Misconduct: Suspected misconduct, such as plagiarism, citation manipulation, or

data falsification.

e Operational Failure: Lack of a clear digital archiving policy or failure to comply with DOAJ
guidelines during reapplications.




e Misleading Information: Claiming to be in DOAJ or using its logo when they are not, or for
journals that have been removed.

Scopus re-evaluation criteria are identical to the Scopus content selection criteria for newly suggested
titles. Titles can be flagged for re-evaluation in different ways: concerns about the journal’s publication
standards or the journal shows outlier or unexpected publishing performance. Journal change

policy include, but are not limited to, changes to the title name, ISSN, ownership, or editorial oversight
of the journal.

Scopus content selection criteria

e Journal policy: Convincing editorial policy, type of peer review, broad geographical distribution
of editors, broad geographical distribution of authors

e Content: Academic contribution to the field; clarity of abstracts, quality of and conformity to
the stated aims and scope of the journal, readability of articles
Journal standing: citedness of journal articles in Scopus, editor standing
Publishing regularity: no delays or interruptions in the publication schedule
Online availability: full journal content available online, english language journal home page
available, quality of journal home page.

Discussion: The panel discussed the proposed level changes and the grounds for
them.

Decision: The panel decided to keep the channels on the current levels and
evaluate them in the next regular evaluation; this would allow careful consideration of
the channels.

5. Reform of the JUFO evaluation process (8.6.2026)

On 13 February 2026, the secretariat proposed to the JUFO Steering Group for
consideration that, beginning in 2027, some of the panels’ complementary evaluation
tasks should be transferred to the secretariat, following the Norwegian JUFO model.
The criteria for level 1 are very clear, which would make it possible for the secretariat
as well to carry out high-quality evaluation work.

The panels would continue to be responsible for:

e channels that are already indexed and for which the scholarly community
proposes a change in level, either upward or downward; and

e cases which, in the secretariat’s view, require in-depth knowledge of a specific
field of science and its publishing practices (including update evaluations
every four years).

Each year, Publication Forum carries out four supplementary evaluations in which
the panels assess channels to be added to level 1 or lowered from level 1 to the



category “other identified publication channels.” In 2025, the panels evaluated a total
of 658 publication channels that had not previously been classified in JUFO. Of
these, 312 journals/series and four book publishers were accepted at level 1. In
addition, the panels considered 145 justified proposals for level changes submitted
by the scholarly community through the JUFO portal (proposals to raise channels
from the category “other identified publication channels” to level 1, or proposals to
lower channels from level 1 to the category “other identified publication channels”).

Transferring routine and technical tasks to the secretariat would save a significant
amount of panel working time. The panels could then focus on identifying the
highest-level publication channels and devote more attention to other tasks requiring
particular scholarly expertise. As a result of the change, from 2027 onward panel
meetings would be held only once a year instead of twice. This would reduce the
workload of panel members. Correspondingly, secretariat time would be freed up
from one annual round of panel meetings. This time could instead be used for
evaluating level 1 channels and channels in the category “other identified publication
channels,” for developing the new JUFO evaluation portal that is to be introduced, for
identifying so-called grey-zone journals, and for the further development of the JUFO
classification. In addition, it would make it possible to implement separate
development projects, including measures to develop the assessment of the societal
impact of publishing activities and to support the publishing activities of learned
societies.

Proposed new evaluation process:

The Secretariatrecords the
grounds for the classification
accordingto the level 1
criteria and the information
that the confirmation has
beenmade by the
Secretariat.

Channels for which the
secretariat cannot confirm
the level classification will be
added tothe scientific expert
panelfor complementary
evaluation.

MNew channel proposals from
VIRTA Publication
information service and the
research community

(" N 4 The Secretariatchecks N The panels will be informed
The secretariat identifies and whether the channel meets aboutthe channels involved
rejects duplicate proposals the criteria for level 1. If one in the complementary
and connects duplicates or more criteria are not met, evaluation and the
from Virta to the correct Jufo the channelis placed atthe assessment schedulein
channel. level “Otheridentified accordance with established
\ ) L publication channels”™. ) practice.
g ™ 4 ™
The secretariat indexes new Proposals for classifyinga
publicationchannels conference at a different level
accordingto JUFO cataloging thanits publication channel
rules and places them in the will be submitted tothe
appropriate expertpanelin spring meeting of panels 2 or
the scientific field. 9 for consideration.
A S A S

The secretariat requests the panel’s view on the following proposal:



From the beginning of 2027, the secretariat will assume responsibility for checking
whether new publication channels received from the VIRTA publication information
service and proposed by the scholarly community for inclusion meet the criteria for
level 1, and will confirm them either at level 1 or place them in the group “other
identified publication channels.” The panels will continue to be responsible for
channels that are already indexed and for which the scholarly community proposes a
change in level, either upward or downward, as well as cases which, in the
secretariat’s view, require in-depth knowledge of a specific field of science and its
publishing practices (including update evaluations every four years).

The matter will be brought to the Steering Group meeting of 8 June 2026 for
decision. Feedback received from the panels will be taken into account in the
decision-making.

Discussion:
The panel unanimously supported the secretariat’s proposal.

Decision:
In accordance with the proposal.

6. Steering Group Proposal on the Reclassification of Book Publishers
(8.6.2026)

At its meeting on September 8, 2025 the Jufo steering group drew attention to the
fact that the majority of level 2+3 book articles are published by a few very large
international publishers. These channels should be examined in light of the updated
level 1 criteria (Figure 1 in Finnish).

Kustantajien osuus JUFO 2+3 kirja-artikkeleista (A3)2023-2024
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It is to be discussed whether the Panel considers that:
a) Book publishers Springer and Elsevier should be downgraded to level 1; or

b) All book publishers should be downgraded to level 1, but they can be
proposed again on a case-by-case basis for level 2 (panels reassess
channels based on documented evidence and feedback from the research
community).

Discussion:

The panel discussed the matter and decided that they do not do any changes to the
matters at the moment. The panel needs more detailed criteria and process to
evaluate the quality of the scientific books (edited or monographs). It should be done
on the basis of the book series, not on the basis of the publisher.

8. Closing

The Chair closed the meeting at 16.00 on 20.5.2026 and at 8.25 on 8.6.2026.

Appendix 1
Panel’s MinEdu fields
515 Psychology

Human-machine interaction

Special psychology

Developmental and educational psychology
Psychotherapy

Health psychology

Work and organizational psychology

516 Educational sciences

General education, training, pedagogy, didactics
Special education

Adult education

Vocational education research

Early childhood and preschool education

Family studies

List of panel members’ expertise

Auli Toom: Education; EDUCATION & EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH; EDUCATION,
SCIENTIFIC DISCIPLINES; PSYCHOLOGY, EDUCATIONAL,; education, learning,
teacher education, university pedagogy



Noora Heiskanen: Special pedagogy; EDUCATION, SPECIAL; SOCIAL
SCIENCES, INTERDISCIPLINARY; Early special education, special pedagogy, early
education science, childhood research, implementation research

List of engagements

The panel members are asked to disclose their engagements with publication
channels in which they have been an editor or a member of the editorial board in the
past five years, or hold shares in the publisher or its managing company.

Panellist

Publication channel

Auli Toom

Teachers and Teaching: Theory and Practice, European
Journal of Teacher Education, Learning and Instruction, Global
Teacher Development & Education (new T&F journal), Scandinavian
Journal of Educational Research, Frontiers in Education (Teacher
Education), Teaching Education

Pauliina Rautio

Trace - Journal for Human-Animal Studies (Editor-in-Chief
2021-2025); Children’s Geographies (Member of Editorial
Board, ongoing); Australian Journal of Environmental
Education (Member of editorial board 2020-2024), Canadian
Environmental Education Research (Member of editorial board
2020-2025), Journal of Childhood Studies (Member of editorial
board 2017-2022)

Johanna
Naukkarinen

Section editor of LUMAT

Anne
Makikangas

Work & Stress (Associate editor); Scandinavian Journal of
Work and Organizational Psychology (Member of editorial
board), Journal of Occupationaland Organizational Psychology
(consulting editors); Journal of Managerial Psychology
(Editorial review board member




Panel (18) meeting 29.9.2025

Place: Teams

Present: Auli Toom (chair), Noora Heiskanen (vice-chair), Lauri Hietajarvi, Ulpukka
Isopahkala-Bouret (from 9.15), Satu-Maarit Korte, Kati Makitalo, Johanna
Naukkarinen, Pauliina Rautio, Jari Lahti (from 9.05), Zsuzsa Millei

Absent: Anne Makikangas, Jussi Palomaki, Elina Weiste, Saara Nolvi
Secretariat: Leena Wahlfors, Anna-Kaarina Linna and Janne P4lonen
1. Opening
The Chair opened the Meeting at 9.00.
2. Announcements
There were no announcements.

3. Conflicts of interest
It was noted that the panelists must disclose any potential conflicts of interest,
especially when the panel is discussing a publication channel with which the
panelist has had — or continues to have — close ties in the form of publication,
editorial work, financial interest, or other influence. These ties include, at a
minimum, the panelist having, within the last five years:

- published in the channel in question more than once,

- served as an editor or member of the editorial board of the channel,

- owned shares in the publishing company or a comparable organization, or
- held another position that could cause financial or interest conflicts.

Disclosure does not automatically prevent participation in decision-making,
but the panel must take the ties into account in the evaluation process.
(Handbook 2025 - 2028.)

The matter was recorded for information, and it was noted that the panelists'
engagements are to be listed in Appendix 1.

4. The Development of JUFO Classification


https://wiki.eduuni.fi/spaces/CSCJulkaisufoorumiportaali/pages/539865276/Handbook+2025-2028

The development of the Publication Forum classification is part of the Forum’s
long-term operational and development plan. As part of this work, the
Publication Forum Steering Group decided at its meeting on 8 September
2025 that:

Structure of the Classification

In the Publication Forum (JUFO) classification, the designation “Level 0” will
be discontinued. Instead, the category “other identified publication channels”
will be used for scholarly publication channels that are not classified at Levels
1, 2, or 3, and that are not designated as professional or popular publication
channels.

From the beginning of 2026, evaluation panels will no longer assign
publication channels to Level 3. Information on Level 3 will be removed from
the JUFO portal at the beginning of 2027, when the updated classification is
published.

Implementation:

- Update the website and the Panel Member’s Handbook by the end of
2025.

- Apply the necessary changes to the panel-specific Excel templates used
in the evaluation update at the beginning of 2026.

- Apply the necessary changes to the publication channel database and
JUFO portal by the end of 2026.

Removal of level 3 will not effect the current universities’ funding model for
2025-2028. Funding for the year 2028 will be calculated in June 2027 based
on the combined results of the previous three publication years (2024—-2026):

- 2026 (Level 3 included according to the 2026 classification)

- 2025 (Level 3 included according to the 2025 classification)

- 2024 (Level 3 included according to the 2024 classification)

Classification Criteria

Changes to level 1 criteria:

Criterion 2 (Transparency):

Current wording: “The publication channel’s website provides a transparent

description of the editorial board and the peer review process. (A book

publisher may meet Level 1 criteria even if the editorial board and peer review

process are not described on the website.)” -> Revised wording: “The

publication channel’s website provides a transparent description of the

editorial board and the peer review process. This applies also to book

publishers.”

Criterion 7 (Relevance) will be divided into two separate criteria:

- 7. Relevance: The publication channel is central from the perspective of
its discipline’s international or Finnish research community.



- 8. Thoroughness: The primary objective of the publication channel is to
promote and ensure scholarly quality, and its editorial and peer review
practices are careful and reliable. A checklist of practices identified as
problematic may be used as a support tool in the assessment.

Changes to Level 2 criteria:
- A new (fourth) criterion will be added: The publication channel enables
immediate open access (either via the service itself or through self-archiving).
- From the specific criteria for Finnish- and Swedish-language publication
channels, the criterion “Research questions are strongly contextualised within
Finnish society or Finnish- and Swedish-language culture” will be removed.

Implementation: Update the website and the Panel Member’s Handbook by
the end of 2025.

C. Quotas and Calculation of Publication Volume

Quotas for publication series and book publishers will no longer take Level 3
into account. Consequently:

- The combined publication volume of series classified at Level 2 may amount
to no more than 25% of the total publication volume of all series within the
panel (Levels 1-2 combined).

- The list of book publishers is shared across all panels. Selections for Level 2
are made jointly by the panel chairs. Approximately 100 publishers across all
fields may be classified at Level 2. Quotas are thus determined by the number
of publishers, not by their publication output.

Implementation: Update the website and the Panel Member’s Handbook by
the end of 2025.

D. Aspects to be Considered in Evaluation
In the Panel Member’s Handbook, Chapter 3.6 Aspects to be considered in
evaluation will be updated as follows when there are equally influential and
respected publication channels in the same field under consideration for level
2:

3.6.6 Publication channels of scholarly societies (formerly “Closed society

publication channels”):

- The title will be changed to “Publication channels of scholarly societies”.

- If there are equally influential and respected publication channels under
consideration for Level 2, preference will be given to those published by
scholarly societies. Publication channels that require society membership
in order to publish (closed society journals) cannot be accepted at Level
Implementation: Update the website and the Panel Member’s Handbook
by the end of 2025.


https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1Nl10_Xp5KcxgU0KhuKJYqfAUhDjaRsbueuCXDP86ge8/edit

Discussion:

A. The ratio for abandoning the term "level 0" and starting to use the term
"other identified publication channels” was discussed.

It was noted that the new designation is more neutral way to communicate in
different contexts about identified publication channels that have not been
approved to level 1. Level 0 channels are generally associated with the
perception that they are of poor quality in one way or another, or have
characteristics of predatory journals. In fact, the group is heterogeneous. It
includes channels that are properly peer-reviewed but local, new, or located at
the interface between professional and popular publishing. Originally, JUFO
classification did not have level 0 but this name was introduced by the Ministry
in the Universities Act in 2014.

There has been a long debate for and against maintaining level 3. The
following reasons were given for abandoning the Level 3:

- Originally, JUFO classification had only levels 1 and 2. Level 3 was
introduced in 2011 because level quotas were based on number
journal titles, wherefore in some fields it was felt that level 2 was too
broad and further differentiation was needed in form of level 3. Since
2014, level quotas have been calculated based on publication volume,
which made levels 2 and 3 more exclusive and difficult to balance with
journal quality and size across various subfields. This means that in
many panels level 3 involves unhappy compromises.

- From the perspective of panelists and stakeholders, the distinction
between levels 2 and 3 is the least important and credible according to
surveys of panelists and stakeholders.

- Level 3 treats main field more unequally than combined level 2 and 3.

- Level 3 plays an important role when JUFO classification is misused for
assessing individuals, which is not appropriate. In that sense it has
been well-founded to reduce the hierarchy of the structure to reduce
anxiety related to producing level 3 publications.

- Abandoning level 3 will reduce the work of the panels in the four-yearly
update assessment, so more effort can be put on assessment on levels
1 and 2.

B. The changes to the classification of the criteria were welcomed with
satisfaction.

C. It was clarified that In level 2, panel may not include so many series that
their combined number of publications (publication volume) would exceed one
quarter of the total number of publications of all level 1 and 2 series in the
panel’s list. This level quota restriction ensures that level 2 represents only the



top of the field, and that not too large a share of publications can be placed on
level 2 compared to other panels.

D.The change was considered well justified.

. Preparation for the Spring 2026 evaluation round

In the Spring evaluation round, the panels can classify leading publication
channels in different fields into level 2. This level is reassessed every four
years.

The scientific community is invited to submit proposals for classification to
support the evaluation work of the panels. Members of the scientific
community can influence the evaluation of publication channels by submitting
proposals for changes to the current levels of publication channels. Proposals
should be submitted via the JUFO portal.

The JUFO panelists evaluate the channels within their area of expertise and
submit their key proposals for changes (downgrades and upgrades) to level 2
in the JUFO portal by the end of February.

Proposals made by the end of February 2026 will be taken into account in the
first phase of the evaluation. In April-May, the panels will prepare a new
preliminary level classification proposal, which will be finalized during the fall.

The required data materials for the panels are produced before the panel
evaluations, including panel-specific Excel sheets that contain the channels to
be evaluated, publication volume data, and statistics by scientific discipline
classification.

More information at latest after Panel Chair Meeting of 27.11.2025

The matter was recorded for information.

. Evaluation of grey area publication channels in the Publication Forum

Within the Publication Forum, there has long been discussion about so-called
grey area journals, which are not outright predatory journals, but which seek
to maximise publication output with the least possible investment in editorial
work and quality assurance. This business model is designed to maximise
financial returns from article processing charges (APCs).

The Secretariat has continued work on clarifying assessment of grey area
chalnnels by developing the Checklist to support the documentation and
coherent consideration of problematic practicies.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Nl10_Xp5KcxgU0KhuKJYqfAUhDjaRsbueuCXDP86ge8/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.8qbhumhpaaed

In line with a decision of the Steering Group, panels are asked to give their
views on whether there is a need to establish an Ethics Expert Group of
the Publication Forum to promote coherent identification and treatment
of grey zone and predatory journals across panels. The group would be
composed primarily of panel members, but external domestic and
international experts could also be invited if needed.

The task of the Expert Group, in collaboration with the JUFO Secretariat and
the panels, would be to:

- Develop the checklist of problematic publishing practices and the
documentation of such practices,

- Clarify how problematic practices should be considered in the assessment
of channels and in the justifications for decisions, and

- Compile and provide information on problematic practices in publication
channels for the panels, the Steering Group, and the research community.

The Expert Group would not evaluate individual publication channels assigned
to the panels, but the panels could, if necessary, consult the group on
individual cases. The responsibility for classification decisions would remain
with the panels.

The JUFO Secretariat would coordinate and facilitate the group’s work by
providing background information and by relaying observations and
experiences received from the research community, for example through the
address saalistajat@julkaisufoorumi.fi.

Discussion: The panel welcomed the development of the grey area checklist.
The panel also supported the establishment of an ethics expert group but
emphasized that, in planning the group’s activities, it is important to ensure
smooth communication between the panels and the group, as well as the
appropriate exchange of information between the group and the broader
scientific community. This should be taken into account when designing the
group’s working methods, communication channels, and composition. If the
majority of the panels support the establishment of the group, the secretariat
will begin to define these aspects and submit the matter to the Jufo steering
group for consideration.

. The use of Al in scientific publishing (Note: this item is optional for
panelists)

In its meeting on May 5, 2025, the Publication Forum Steering Group decided
that the secretariat will prepare a study on the use of artificial intelligence (Al)
in the scientific publication process. Based on this decision, a survey has


mailto:saalistajat@julkaisufoorumi.fi
https://kysely.tsv.fi/index.php/441769?lang=en

been sent to panelists to assess the utilization of Al in scientific publishing,
including related practices, experiences, and perspectives.

Panel members have the opportunity to pose questions and share comments
on the topic. The study, which will be based on survey responses, panel
discussions, and a literature review, is scheduled for completion in early 2026.
All data used in the study, including the content of panel discussions, will be
anonymized.

The discussion was held in accordance with Appendix 2. The secretariat
thanks the panelists for their valuable observations and will make use of them
in preparing the research report on the subject.

Other

It was noted that the final supplementary assessment for 2025 will be carried
out in November: For the panel members 1. - 20.11.2025, and the panel chair
should confirm the evaluations by 30.11.2025.

Closing
The Chair closed the Meeting at 10.30.

Appendix 1

Panel’s MinEdu fields

515 Psychology

Human-machine interaction

Special psychology

Developmental and educational psychology
Psychotherapy

Health psychology

Work and organizational psychology

516 Educational sciences

General education, training, pedagogy, didactics
Special education

Adult education

Vocational education research

Early childhood and preschool education

Family studies

List of panel members’ expertise



Auli Toom: Education; EDUCATION & EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH; EDUCATION,
SCIENTIFIC DISCIPLINES; PSYCHOLOGY, EDUCATIONAL; education, learning,
teacher education, university pedagogy

Noora Heiskanen: Special pedagogy; EDUCATION, SPECIAL; SOCIAL
SCIENCES, INTERDISCIPLINARY; Early special education, special pedagogy, early
education science, childhood research, implementation research

List of engagements

The panel members are asked to disclose their engagements with publication
channels in which they have been an editor or a member of the editorial board in the
past five years, or hold shares in the publisher or its managing company.

Panellist

Publication channel




Panel meeting 10.2.2025

Place: House of Science and Letters, room 208 and Teams

Present: Auli Toom (chair), Noora Heiskanen, Lauri Hietajarvi, Ulpukka
Isopahkala-Bouret, Satu-Maarit Korte, Anne Makikangas, Kati Makitalo, Johanna
Naukkarinen, Jussi Palomaki, Pauliina Rautio, Elina Weiste, Saara Nolvi (until 14.07)

Absent: Jari Lahti, Zsuzsa Millei,
Secretariat: Elina Pylvanainen and Anna-Kaarina Linna

1. Opening
The panel chair opened the meeting at 13.00.

2. Introductions

3. Panel
a. Panel composition
The fields covered in this panel and the fields of expertise of the panel
members are listed in appendix 1. Let’s go through the list and see if
there is a need to supplement the panel composition.

Discussion:

e Human-computer interaction, special education and special
psychology were discussed. The panel did not recognise a need
to complement the panel composition at this point but the panel
can be complemented later.

b. Selecting the vice-chair of the panel
A vice-chair is selected for the panel. The vice-chair stands in for the
panel chair when she/he is absent. The vice-chair also has a right to
confirm evaluations in the JUFO portal on behalf of the panel chair.

Decision:
e Noora Heiskanen was selected as a vice-chair of the panel.

4. Orientation to the panel work
The secretariat will introduce the Publication Forum, its aims and purpose as
well as the evaluation criteria.

5. Level 1 and 0 evaluations in the JUFO portal
The deadline for the first set of level 1 and 0 evaluations is 26.3.2025 for the
panel members and the panel chair needs to confirm evaluations at latest on
1.4.2025. More information will be sent by email.

International journal of education https:/jfp.csc.fi/jufoportaali?Jufo_|D=91427
published by Flyccs Publishing has been evaluated in the previous panel as



https://jfp.csc.fi/jufoportaali?Jufo_ID=91427

level 1, but the journal seems to meet the characteristics of predatory journal
and, for example, journal ISSN identifiers are not registered in the ISSN
register. Does the panel consider there are reasonable grounds to downgrade
the level of the journal at the beginning of the next year?

Discussion:
e The journal's editorial board does not include experts in the field of
education.

Decision:
e International journal of education: level O

Conflicts of interest

The panel members are asked to disclose their engagements with publication
channels in which they have been an editor or a member of the editorial board
in the past five years. Please find the table at the end of this document.

Other
Doodle will be sent to set the date of the autumn meeting.

Closing
The panel chair closed the meeting at 15.40.

Appendix 1

Panel’s MinEdu fields

515 Psychology

Human-machine interaction

Special psychology

Developmental and educational psychology
Psychotherapy

Health psychology

Work and organizational psychology

516 Educational sciences

General education, training, pedagogy, didactics
Special education

Adult education

Vocational education research

Early childhood and preschool education

Family studies

List of panel members’ expertise



Auli Toom: Education; EDUCATION & EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH; EDUCATION,
SCIENTIFIC DISCIPLINES; PSYCHOLOGY, EDUCATIONAL; education, learning,
teacher education, university pedagogy

Noora Heiskanen: Special pedagogy; EDUCATION, SPECIAL; SOCIAL
SCIENCES, INTERDISCIPLINARY; Early special education, special pedagogy, early
education science, childhood research, implementation research

Lauri Hietajarvi: Educational psychology; PSYCHOLOGY, EDUCATIONAL,;
EDUCATION & EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH; COMMUNICATION; Educational
Psychology, Developmental Psychology, Media Research

Ulpukka Isopahkala-Bouret: Education; EDUCATION & EDUCATIONAL
RESEARCH; SOCIAL ISSUES; SOCIOLOGY; higher education, adult education,
employability, educational equality, sociology of education, lifelong learning

Satu-Maarit Korte: Media education; EDUCATION, SCIENTIFIC DISCIPLINES;
HUMANITIES, MULTIDISCIPLINARY; CULTURAL STUDIES; My key research
interests are technology-mediated communication and learning (also Al),
human-computer interaction, media and psychosocial well-being, embodied
cognition, Arctic and Indigenous pedagogical approaches together with social
learning, and neural foundations of learning and memory.

Jari Lahti: Psychology; PSYCHOLOGY, BIOLOGICAL; PSYCHIATRY; GENETICS
& HEREDITY; Behavioral Genetics and Epigenetics and Psychosocial Interventions

Zsuzsa Millei: Education; EDUCATION & EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH; SOCIAL
SCIENCES, INTERDISCIPLINARY; SOCIOLOGY; Childhood studies, early
childhood education, social sciences and theory

Anne Mékikangas: Psychology; PSYCHOLOGY; PSYCHOLOGY, APPLIED;
Well-being, Work and Organizational Psychology, Work Life Research

Kati Makitalo: Education; EDUCATION & EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH,;
BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES; PSYCHOLOGY, EDUCATIONAL,; teacher education,
learning, pedagogy, technology-enhanced learning and teaching environments, 21st
century competences, inquiry-based learning approaches; gamification;
knowledge-building; computer-supported collaborative learning

Johanna Naukkarinen: Information management; EDUCATION, SCIENTIFIC
DISCIPLINES; ENGINEERING, MULTICISCIPLINARY; SOCIAL SCIENCES,
INTERDISCIPLINARY; pedagogy of technology, gender studies, science education,
technology education, sustainability education

Saara Nolvi: Child psychiatry/psychology; PSYCHOLOGY, DEVELOPMENTAL,;
PSYCHOLOGY, BIOLOGICAL; PSYCHIATRY; Developmental psychology, biological



psychology, experimental psychology, neuropsychology, developmental
neuroscience, psychiatry, child psychiatry + psychology, clinical and family studies

Jussi Palomaki: Cognitive science; PSYCHOLOGY; PSYCHOLOGY,
EXPERIMENTAL; BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES; Cognitive Science, Psychology
(emotions, decision-making, risk-taking, expertise, moral psychology of robotics),
Gambling Research, Behavioral Economics

Pauliina Rautio: Education; EDUCATION & EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH,;
ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES; HUMANITIES, MULTIDISCIPLINARY; Human Animal
Studies, Environmental Humanities, Environmental Education, Multispecies Justice,
Childhood Research

Elina Weiste: Social sciences; PSYCHOLOGY, SOCIAL; SOCIAL SCIENCES,
INTERDISCIPLINARY; EDUCATION, SCIENTIFIC DISCIPLINES; Professional
competence and interaction, inclusion, mental health rehabilitation

List of engagements

The panel members are asked to disclose their engagements with publication
channels in which they have been an editor or a member of the editorial board in the
past five years.

Panellist Publication channel

Jussi Palomaki - Scientific Reports (Psychology)
- Frontiers in Psychology
- International Gambling Studies

Johanna LUMAT International Journal of Math, Science and Technology
Naukkarinen Education, section editor (2022-)

Pauliina Rautio Paatoimittaja: Trace - Journal for Human Animal Studies
(2021-)

Toimituskunnan jasen:

Children’s Geographies (2023-), Australian Journal of
Environmental Education (2020-2024), Canadian
Environmental Education Research (2020-2025), Journal of
Childhood Studies (2017-2022)

Ulpukka Aikuiskasvatus (paatoimittaja vuodesta 2009)
Isopahkala-Bour

et

Satu-Maarit Currently, | am the lead editor of a Bloomsbury book with
Korte colleagues from Leeds Beckett University, University of

Strathclyde, University of Iceland, and University of Oulu. The
topic is Innovative Rural Education: International Perspectives




on Supporting Multicultural Learning

Noora Heiskanen

1) Journal of Early Childhood Education Research (JECER)
2) BARN: Forskning om Barn og Barndom i Norden

3) Ita-Suomen yliopiston julkaisusarjat "Dissertations in
Education, Humanities, and Theology" seka "Reports and
Studies in Education, Humanities, and Theology"

Anne
Makikangas

- Associate Editor: Work & Stress (since 2018)

- Associate Editor: Psykologia (2019-2023)

- Consulting Editor: Journal of Occupational and Organizational
Psychology (since 2019)

- Editorial board member: Scandinavian Journal of Work and
Organizational Psychology (since 2020)

Zsuzsa Millei

Journal Board:

Children’s Geographies

Reconceptualizing Educational Research Methodology
Journal of Childhood, Education and Society
International Journal of Early Years Education
European Education

Book Series Advisory Board:

Critical Childhood & Youth Studies: Theoretical Explorations
and Interventions in Clinical. Educational, Social and Cultural
Settings. Lexington Books, a division of Rowman & Littlefield
Policy Press — Sociology of Childhood and Family series
Bloomsbury Publishing - Post-Foundational Studies in
Comparative and International Education

Palgrave Studies in Education and Transculturalism

Auli Toom

Learning and Instruction

Teachers and Teaching: Theory and Practice
European Journal of Teacher Education
Scandinavian Journal of Educational Research
Teaching Education

Frontiers in Education, section Teacher Education
Kasvatus

Yliopistopedagogiikka

Kati Makitalo

Frontiers in Education, section Digital Education
International Journal of Academic Studies in Technology and
Education (IJASTE)




Meeting minutes 10.2.2025

Place: House of Science and Letters, room 208 and Teams

Present: Auli Toom (chair), Noora Heiskanen, Lauri Hietajarvi, Ulpukka
Isopahkala-Bouret, Satu-Maarit Korte, Anne Makikangas, Kati Makitalo, Johanna
Naukkarinen, Jussi Palomaki, Pauliina Rautio, Elina Weiste, Saara Nolvi (until 14.07)

Absent: Jari Lahti, Zsuzsa Millei
Secretariat: Elina Pylvanainen and Anna-Kaarina Linna

1. Opening
The panel chair opened the meeting at 13.00.

2. Introductions

3. Panel
a. Panel composition
The fields covered in this panel are listed in appendix 1. The panel
went through the list and discussed if there is a need to supplement the
panel composition.

Discussion:

e Human-computer interaction, special education and special
psychology were discussed. The panel did not recognise a need
to complement the panel composition at this point but the panel
can be complemented later.

b. Selecting the vice-chair of the panel
A vice-chair was selected for the panel. The vice-chair stands in for the
panel chair when they are absent. The vice-chair also has a right to
confirm evaluations in the JUFO portal on behalf of the panel chair.

Decision:
e Noora Heiskanen was selected as a vice-chair of the panel.

4. Orientation to the panel work
The secretariat introduced the Publication Forum, its aims and purpose as
well as the evaluation criteria.

5. Level 1 and 0 evaluations in the JUFO portal
The deadline for the first set of level 1 and 0 evaluations is 26.3.2025 for the
panel members and the panel chair needs to confirm evaluations at latest on
1.4.2025. More information will be sent by email.

International journal of education https:/jfp.csc.fi/jufoportaali?Jufo_|D=91427
published by Flyccs Publishing has been evaluated in the previous panel as



https://jfp.csc.fi/jufoportaali?Jufo_ID=91427

level 1, but the journal does not seem to meet the level 1 criteria anymore
and, for example, journal ISSN identifiers are not registered in the ISSN
register. Does the panel consider there are reasonable grounds to downgrade
the level of the journal at the beginning of the next year?

Discussion:
e The journal's editorial board does not include experts in the field of
education.

Decision:
e International journal of education will be downgraded to level 0.

Conflicts of interest

The panel members were asked to disclose their engagements with
publication channels in which they have been an editor or a member of the
editorial board in the past five years.

Other
Doodle will be sent to set the date of the autumn meeting.

Closing
The panel chair closed the meeting at 15.40.
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Panel’s MinEdu fields

515 Psychology

Human-machine interaction

Special psychology

Developmental and educational psychology
Psychotherapy

Health psychology

Work and organizational psychology

516 Educational sciences

General education, training, pedagogy, didactics
Special education

Adult education

Vocational education research

Early childhood and preschool education

Family studies
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